Role of tumor markers in the diagnosis of cystic and intraductal neoplasms.
Despite recent advances in imaging procedures, the correct diagnosis of cystic lesions of the pancreas is lacking in about one third of cases. Cyst fluid analysis can help in the differential diagnosis, particularly in patients with unilocular or paucilocular lesions, thus precluding unjustified resection in patients with benign cystic lesions of the pancreas. Although use of cystic fluid marker analysis is helpful in several situations, it is crucial to carefully evaluate the clinical context with appraisal of patient's demographics, clinical symptoms, and morphologic data. A multidisciplinary approach is advised and should improve the overall diagnostic performance and lead to better management strategies in patients presenting with such tumors of the pancreas.